HIGH SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Pat is now scheduling high school visits for the 2010/2011 school year. Livingston Press is offering a discount on PICARA for high school book clubs. Library copies may be ordered through Amazon or major distributors. If you are interested in having Pat visit your school to talk to students, please contact her at pat@patmacenulty.com 

Testimonials:

I am so glad I have this opportunity to tell you in writing how much I appreciated the visit. It was a fabulous model of true impromptu speaking and you did such a wonderful job . . . When you left we had a short reflection/discussion of your presentation and the kids really liked the way you adapted to the crowd. Your movement through the room, eye contact with the students, and the way you spoke to the kids on their level really touched them. I strongly suggest you take this talk to other schools. 








Todd Schaefer, WGHS








Speech and Debate teacher

Our book club members enjoyed reading the book before the visit. They were thrilled to have a luncheon book discussion with Pat and to have their copies of Picara autographed. We thoroughly enjoyed Pat’s visit and appreciated the time she spent with our students. 








Sandy Coblitz & Kay Siegel








Webster Groves High School








Library Media Specialists

What a marvelous session Pat conducted with my creative writing class!  Within minutes of arriving in the room, she’d found out all the students’ names and the dialogue was marked with questions coming from both sides: the students asked about her work, and she asked about theirs.  She is blessed with the most important gift a teacher can have: she takes students and young writers seriously.  I highly recommend her as a speaker and visitor.  She’s smart, thoughtful and kind.  Thumbs up all around from the students as well!








Chris Hood








Dalton High School

Pat MacEnulty’s Top Five Topics

For High School Students

Plus a Motivational Speech* and Teachers Workshop

Reading and Writing for Fun, Fulfillment and Fortune

(for a general audience of students)

· In this talk I remind students of the power of the written and spoken word. I explain that reading is about more than simply inputting information into the brain. Being able to translate words into pictures and then back again develops circuitry in the brain that enables it to tackle the issues that confront this generation. Reading and writing are the keys to solving problems and communicating those solutions to others. And it’s fun.

Understanding Literature -- An Author’s Perspective

(for language arts classes)

· In this session I discuss my YA book Picara in terms of literature. I explain the concepts of the picaresque novel, the bildungsroman, character development, plot, point of view and theme and use examples from my book as illustration. 

What were the 1960s really about?

(for history/social studies classes)

· In this discussion I address history and social change as reflected in my book Picara. I explain how race, anti-war sentiments and feminism coalesced to create the world we live in now. I talk about the role of drug use as an anti-establishment statement that eventually undermined the best intentions.

Creative Writing -- A Way of Life

(for creative writing classes)

· In this discussion I talk about the life of a writer. I address craft, process and publication as well as the transformative power of writing.

A Personal Discussion with the Author of Picara

(for book or reading clubs)

· In this informal session, I talk with student book or reading club members about my book Picara. I answer questions and listen to the ideas and concerns of young readers and share my own love of reading and books. 
* Pat’s Story


In this speech, I talk about how I lost direction in my high school years and 
became addicted to drugs. I even went to jail. I was able to turn my life around 


through education and by a change in attitude. In this speech I encourage 
students to pursue higher education, to develop and maintain a spiritual practice, 
and to follow their dreams. I offer audience members some tools for overcoming 


adversity and becoming a success in life. To learn about my personal story, see 
the link on my home page to the Creative Loafing article by John Grooms. 

Writing Workshops for Teachers


In this workshop I provide teachers with exercises for their own writing enjoyment  


and development and to use in classes to help students find their voice and 
create meaningful narratives. We will concentrate on autobiography/memoir; 
however, these tools and exercises can be used for a variety of genres. We can 
also work with other genres on request. 

